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INTRODUCTION  

 

This Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy, hereafter referred to as ñCEDS,ò has been 

developed as a collaborative effort between the Northwest Louisiana CEDS Strategy Committee, The 

Coordinating and Development Corporationôs Board of Directors and staff, local units of government, 

economic development officials, workforce development officials, community colleges, chambers of 

commerce, business owners, and citizens. 

 

Its purpose is to help in laying the foundation upon which the 10-parish area of Northwest Louisiana will 

provide useful resources to enable and enhance local decision-makers', stakeholders', and the public's 

ability to evaluate and make the best possible choices to protect, enhance, and promote a high quality of 

life in the region as we continue our efforts to improve the areaôs economic development.  

 

Under the leadership of the CEDS Strategy Committee, a Vision Statement has been formulated and 

adopted by collaborators who assisted in providing input for this CEDS, and reads as follows: 
(Back to contents) 

Mission Statement 

 

The Northwest Louisiana CEDS is a continuing program of communication and outreach to encourage 

broad-based public and private involvement in developing programs and projects that promote all 

aspects of economic and community development with the ultimate goal of enhancing opportunities for its 

citizens to live, prosper, and enjoy life to its fullest. 

 

This Vision Statement embodies the hopes and aspirations of the region as we jointly work to improve the 

economic opportunities of this region for the betterment of all our citizens. 
(Back to contents) 

 

Background of the Economic Development Situation of The Region  

 

The Area and Its Economy 

Northwest Louisiana consists of the 10 parishes (counties) of Bienville, Bossier, 

Caddo, Claiborne, DeSoto, Lincoln, Natchitoches, 

Red River, Sabine, and Webster.  It is a mix of urban 

(the Cities of Shreveport in Caddo Parish and Bossier 

City in Bossier Parish) and rural (the balance of the 

region).   

 

Demographic and Socioeconomic Data 

Analysis of demographic and socioeconomic data concerning population, age, 

race, education, income, and labor force is presented here as the most basic 

background needed for consideration of the Northwest Louisiana region.  As 

appropriate, the analysis will consider past trends and/or comparison with State 

and national percentages. 

 

Population Trends 

According to the latest information available through the U.S. Census Bureauôs State and County Quick 

Facts, the population of the ten parishes that comprise the region was 574,622 in 2007, and represents 

13.4% of the population of the State of Louisiana.  An examination of the population figures for 2007 and 

from census years between 1970 and 2000 shows that the population of Northwest Louisiana continues to 

increase, albeit at a very low rate.  Four of the parishes experienced growth, with Bossier Parishôs 
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population growing at a rate of 8.51%.  Of the six parishes that experienced population losses, Bienville 

and Red River Parishes experienced the largest losses, respectively down 4.38% and 4.25%.   

The City of Shreveport, with an estimated 2006 population of 200,199 is the regionôs largest city and 

accounts for the fact that Caddo Parish has the greatest percentage of the regionôs population.  According 

to Census figures for 2000 and 1990, Shreveportôs population was 200,145 and 198,545 respectively, 

indicating that its population has remained relatively stable for the past 25+ years.  

 

Bossier Parish continues to experience steady growth in its population, increasing from 86,088 in 1990 to 

98,310 in 2000, to its current estimate of 108,705.  Red River Parish remains the parish with the lowest 

population at a 2007 estimated population of 9,195.   

   

Population Density 

The region has gone from a population density of 63.1 persons per square mile in 1970 up to 73 persons 

per square mile in 2000.  The largest population densities are found in the Parishes of Caddo and Bossier 

with 285.9 and 117.2 respectively.  Bienville Parish has the lowest population density with only 19.4 

persons per square mile. 

 

Median Age 

The median age of the regionôs parishes continues to trend upward, just as it has for Louisiana and the 

remainder of the nation.  Without exception, this has been the case for every parish in the region between 

1970 and 2000.  Bossier Parish, home of Barksdale Air Force Base, has seen an increase of 10.2 years, 

going from 23.6 in 1970 to 33.8 in 2000.  Over that same period, Lincoln Parish, home of Louisiana Tech 

University and Grambling State University, saw its median age increase by only 3.6 years from 22.9 to 

26.5.  Natchitoches Parish, home of Northwestern State University, has the next lowest median age at 

30.2.  According to the 2000 Census, seven of the ten parishes have median ages that are above the 

Stateôs median age, while five of the parishes have median ages that are above the Nationôs median age.  

They range from 26.5 in Lincoln Parish to 38.8 in bordering Bienville Parish. 

 

Population by Age Range 

According to 2006 Census population estimates, 7% of Northwest Louisianaôs population was under 5 

years of age, 25.1% was school age, 54.5% was college and working age, and 13.4% was retirement age.  

By comparison, according to 2000 Census statistics, 6.9% were under 5 years of age, 19.7% of Northwest 

Louisianaôs population were school age, 60% were college and working age and 13.4% were retirement 

age.  The changes between 2000 and the estimated 2007 figures show while the ages of the under 5 and 

the retirement age remained constant, school age increased to 25.1% versus 19.7% and the 

college/working age decreased to 54.5% versus 60%, reflecting a potential positive impact on Northwest 

Louisianaôs future workforce, provided job opportunities are available to keep the current school age 

individuals in the region.    

 

Race and Ethnicity 

The largest racial minority is the African American population which, according to the data compiled for 

2006 figures in the Census People Quick Facts, account for over 38.4% of the population versus 37% of 

the population in 2000.  The percentage of African Americans comprising the regionôs population has 

grown steadily since 1980 when it accounted for 34.2% of the population.  Caddo Parish, the parish with 

almost 44% of the regionôs population, has seen a substantial rise in African American population 

percentage over the past 25 years, rising from 37.8% in 1980 to 44.5% in 2000 and 46.6% in 2006. 

 

The regionôs Hispanic or Latino population has grown from 1.6% of the total population in 2000 to 2.2% 

in 2006.  However, it should be noted that the Hispanic population grew to 12,922 in 2006 from 7,226 in 

1990 and 9,267 in 2000.  Bossier and Sabine Parishes had the largest percentage of Hispanics in the 

region with 4.0% and 3.1% respectively. 
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Education 

According to the 2000 Census, the percentage of persons 25 years and older who have graduated from 

high school is slightly higher for Northwest Louisiana than for the State.  The same is true for the percent 

of persons who have had some college.  With respect to the percent of persons who have graduated from 

college, this figure is almost the same.  However, the Northwest Louisiana region had a lower percentage 

of high school and college graduates than was found for the nation as a whole.  The national percentage of 

persons with some college was a little lower than that of Northwest Louisiana.  Interestingly, every one of 

these statements is true for 1990 Census data also. 

 

Between 1990 and 2000, the percent of persons over 25 who graduated from high schools, attended some 

college (no degree), and graduated from college increased.  Every parish in the region increased its 

percentage of high school graduates and only Lincoln Parish experienced a decline in the percent of 

persons who received some college education with no degree.  Lincolnôs decline in that category is likely 

due to the fact that its percent of college graduates jumped by more than four percentage points.  The only 

parish that experienced a decline in the percent of persons over the age of 15 with college degrees was 

Webster, which fell from 15.9% to 12.6%. 

 

Median Household Income 

Northwest Louisianaôs income levels are low compared to those of the State of Louisiana and the United 

States.  In 2004, nine of the regionôs 10 parishes had median household income levels below the State 

median, ranging from 72.25% in Red River Parish to 94.53% in Caddo Parish.  Only Bossier Parishôs 

2004 median was above the State level (120.03%).  Caddo and Bossier Parishes are the most urbanized in 

the region and together they contain 62.80% of the regionôs population.  No parish had a median 

household income in excess of the national median.  Red River Parish had the lowest 2004 median 

household income, which was 72.25% of the national level, while Bossier Parish had the highest median 

household income at 94.31% of the U.S. median. 

 

Per Capita Income 

Per capita income data for 2006 from the Bureau of Economic Analysis shows that the per capita income 

for the people living in Northwest Louisiana continues to be well below the State and the national per 

capita incomes.  Only Caddo Parish had a per capita income ($33,539) higher than that of the State of 

Louisiana ($31,821.00).   As was the case with median household income, every parish in the region had 

a per capita income that was lower than the national figure.  Red River and Sabine Parishes had the lowest 

per capita income figures, with $22,869 and $22,856 respectively. 

 

When comparing the 2006 per capita income data with the 2000 per capita income, every parish in the 

region improved, ranging from Webster Parishôs 139.33% increase to Sabine Parishôs 107.61% increase.   

 

Poverty Status 

Every parish in the region had a poverty rate in 2004 that was above that of Louisiana and national 

poverty rates: 19.69% of Northwest Louisianaôs population is below the Louisiana poverty rate of 

14.90%, which itself is 4.80 percentage points above the national rate (10.10%).  The only parish in the 

region which has a percentage of its population at or below poverty level that is smaller than that of the 

State is Bossier Parish.  With 23.70% of its population below poverty level, Red River Parish has the 

highest rate in the region. 

 

Labor Force, Employment, and Unemployment 

The size of Northwest Louisianaôs civilian labor force grew by nearly five percent (5%) between 2002 

and 2008 (from 251,310 in 2002 to 263,107 in May 2008).  In spite of the loss of jobs, primarily in the 

timber and manufacturing industries, the regionôs unemployment rate dropped from 7.4% in 2002 to 4.7% 

in May 2008.  According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the national unemployment rate in May 2008 
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was 5.5%; Louisianaôs unemployment rate in May 2008 was 4.0%.  Only two parishes, Red River and 

DeSoto Parishes, had unemployment rates higher than the national rate, with both experiencing a 6.1% 

unemployment rate.  Bossier and Sabine Parishes had rates lower than Louisianaôs average 

unemployment rate, with 3.6% and 3.9% respectively.  

 

In 2006, females represented 48.35% of the regionôs labor force, while minorities represented 36.12%.   

This represents an increase from 2001 figures when females made up 43.77% of the labor force, and 

minorities made up 31.8%.  Sabine Parish had the lowest percentage of females in the labor force at 

43.19%, while Caddo Parish had the highest with 49.41%.  Bossier Parish had the lowest percentage of 

minorities in the labor force at 22.87%, while Caddo Parish had the highest at 42.79%.   
(Back to contents) 

 

Geographic, Climatic, and Natural Resource Profile 

The physical geography of much of Northwest Louisiana is dominated by the presence of the Red River, 

which runs through the center of the parishes comprising the region.  The land along the river valley is a 

part of the Southern Mississippi Alluvial Plain, while the remainder of the region is referred to as the 

North Louisiana Uplands.  This section of the State has fertile country, as well as cities and towns.  This 

is a green land dotted with cypress, pecan, pine, ash, hickory, and huge oak trees.  The area is not lacking 

in color, due to the abundance of flowering trees, shrubs, and animals. 

 

Tourists are sometimes surprised to see the rolling hills of northwestern Louisiana.  Accustomed to the 

more publicized bayous and marshlands of the southern part of the State, they are not prepared for the 

contrasting contour of Louisianaôs northwestern corner. 

 

Northwest Louisianaôs natural resources have provided an important impetus in shaping the areaôs 

economy.  Louisiana is well known for its production of fossil fuels.  Although Northwest Louisiana is 

not covered with derricks, there are producing oil wells in each of the ten parishes.  Natural gas exists in 

abundant quantities and is extracted in several parishes.  The vast quantities of natural gas anticipated to 

be found in the Haynesville Shale has already had huge financial benefits to the governmental bodies of 

the regionôs parishes.  Additionally, numerous individual citizens who have signed contracts with 

companies such as Chesapeake and Petrohawk have become millionaires overnight.   

 

An additional fossil fuel, lignite, came to light in the late 1980s, and is another major natural resource for 

the area.  Lignite strip mines are operating in the Parishes of DeSoto and Red River, and supply lignite for 

an electric power plant in DeSoto Parish.  Deposits of lignite also are known to also exist in Sabine, 

Natchitoches, and Bienville Parishes. 
(Back to contents) 

 

Infrastructure 

Most of Northwest Louisianaôs populated areas are served by water systems.  There are a few systems 

which could expand.  Water quality varies greatly from system to system, but the poorest quality is 

generally found in the rural systems.  From time to time, the State has determined that local water systems 

are providing water that could be harmful to humans if consumed and local populations are instructed to 

boil their water before drinking it. 

 

The more densely populated areas of the region have sewer collection and treatment systems.  Many of 

the sewage collection problems are associated with the fact that lines are old and tend to take in storm 

water during heavy rain, thus overburdening the treatment facilities and causing them to discharge 

untreated wastewater.  Although most treatment facilities are adequate to handle the present load, there 

are some which do not have the capacity to handle much of an additional load.  For those systems, an 
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additional industry could not use the municipal sewer system and this would serve as a hindrance to 

development. 
(Back to contents) 

 

Energy 

Electrical distribution is handled by private companies, rural cooperatives, and in a few cases, 

municipalities.  The area has not experienced major problems with respect to electricity.  Major outages 

occur during ice storms and thunderstorms and power is usually restored in a short period of time after the 

causing event.  In Northwest Louisianaôs metropolitan areas, electricity costs are among the lowest in the 

nation and this is often used as an inducement to attract manufacturing operations.  In many rural areas 

served by smaller companies the rates tend to be higher.  The costs of natural gas are no higher in this 

region than others across the south. 
(Back to contents) 

 

Land Use Patterns 

The largest land uses in Northwest Louisiana are forests and agriculture.  The region is mostly rural.  

Very few land use controls are exerted in the region.  Zoning ordinances and subdivision regulations are 

strongly enforced in Shreveport, Bossier City, and several of the larger municipalities such as Ruston, 

Minden, and Natchitoches.  Even a few smaller municipalities enforce zoning.  Although several parishes 

have zoning ordinances in place, they are seldom enforced.  It should be noted that land use controls are 

currently used to protect the value of property rather than to promote economic development. 

 

One form of land use control that is starting to be taken a bit more seriously is that associated with flood 

ordinances.  Every Parish in the region has designated flood hazard areas.  As such, they are required to 

have flood ordinances in place, as are any municipalities that have designated flood hazard areas.  Most of 

the parish governments have finally begun to take their responsibilities under these ordinances more 

seriously than in the past.  Unfortunately, there are still some municipal governments that have little or no 

interest in enforcement of their own flood ordinances. 

 

Most parishes have one or more industrial parks set aside for industrial development, and it could be said 

that this is a form of land use control which promotes economic development.   However, no region-wide 

land use criteria have been developed since the districtôs Land Use Plan was printed in 1978.  This 

document is now considered to be out of date. 
(Back to contents) 

 

Health Services 

There is at least one hospital in each parish in Northwest Louisiana.  Quality of care in the rural hospitals 

is generally good.  A few of the older hospitals are in need of some renovation or replacement.  Medical 

facilities in Shreveport and Bossier City are excellent.  Hospitals with aging facilities continue to make 

major renovations, build entirely new buildings, and expand their facilities into other areas.  Shreveport 

and Bossier City serve the major and specialized medical needs of the entire district and portions of 

Northeastern Texas and Southwestern Arkansas. 
(Back to contents) 

 

Educational Facilities 

Most of Northwest Louisianaôs parish school systems have made efforts to keep elementary, middle and 

secondary school facilities in good condition.  In recent years, Red River Parish has completed a major 

construction and renovation program to upgrade its facilities.  There are, however, there a few areas in 

Northwest Louisiana, in which upgrading of substandard school facilities has not taken place. 
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A number of institutions of higher learning are located in Northwest Louisiana.  Louisiana Tech 

University is located in Ruston, Grambling State University is located in Grambling, and Northwestern 

State University is located in Natchitoches.  All three of these schools have a number of undergraduate 

and graduate degree programs.  Centenary College, Louisiana State University in Shreveport, and 

Southern University in Shreveport are all located in Shreveport.  It should be noted that LSU and 

Southern are satellite campuses of the main schools, which are located in Baton Rouge.  Bossier Parish 

Community College (BPCC) is located in Bossier City, has recently completed the construction of a new 

campus. 

 

Vocational training programs are available throughout Northwest Louisiana.  There are six campuses 

associated with the Louisiana Technical College (LTC) program (known in other parts of the country as 

vo-tech schools).  These campuses are located in Mansfield, Natchitoches, Minden, Ruston, Many, and 

Shreveport.  A seventh campus in Homer was recently closed.  Louisianaôs Legislature this year passed a 

bill that would provide the Louisiana Community and Technical College System with an additional $10 

million annually to assist in workforce training in an effort to make the training provided at the local LTC 

campuses and the Bossier Parish Community College more responsive to the needs of area employers.   

 

In addition to the technical colleges, there are a number of business colleges and specialized schools 

which offer a variety of types of training. 
(Back to contents) 

 

Housing 

According to the 2000 Census, housing is available in Northwest Louisiana.  The regionôs overall 

vacancy rate is 12.5%, which is more than two percentage points higher than the state, and three and a 

half percentage points higher than the national vacancy rate.  The highest overall vacancy rates are in 

Sabine Parish (32.6%) and Bienville Parish (22%) while the lowest vacancy rates are in the more 

urbanized Parishes of Caddo (9.5%) and Bossier (9.1%).   

 

However, an examination of the rental vacancy rate shows a completely different picture.  The lowest 

rental vacancy rates in the region are in Sabine Parish (1.2%) and Bienville Parish (1.4%).  Note that 

these two parishes have the highest overall vacancy rates in the region.  The parish with the highest rental 

vacancy rate is Lincoln Parish (5.1%), which has two State universities.  However, the second and third 

highest rental vacancy rates are in the Parishes of Caddo (3.9%) and Bossier (3.6%), which have the 

lowest overall vacancy rate. 

 

Although the rural areas have a high overall vacancy rate, a substantial portion of those vacant units are 

for seasonal or recreational purposes and are not available to the general public.  Of the 4,450 vacant 

housing units in Sabine Parish, over 75% are for seasonal or recreational purposes.  This is not surprising, 

considering the fact that Toledo Bend Reservoir runs along Sabine Parishôs entire western boundary. 

 

Although there are a few rural areas where public housing is unavailable, there is generally an adequate 

supply of public housing throughout Northwest Louisiana.  Quality of public housing ranges from new to 

poor.  There is still much need for housing rehabilitation, especially for low-income rental property. 
(Back to contents) 

 

Cultural, Recreational, and Tourism Facilities 

Northwest Louisiana has numerous recreational and tourism facilities, many of which can be enjoyed 

year-round.  Excellent public and private facilities exist throughout the area for golf, tennis, swimming, 

and boating.  There are lakes and parks all over the region.  Toledo Bend Reservoir, one of the largest 

man-made lakes in the South, runs along the southwest boundary of the region.  Spectator sports are 

available throughout the area, and range from minor league baseball to the annual Independence Bowl, 
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and from auto racing to thoroughbred horse racing at Louisiana Downs.  Some of the better-known events 

include the Louisiana State Fair, the Red River Revel, Holiday in Dixie, the Ruston Peach Festival, and 

the Natchitoches Christmas Festival.   

 

There are also cultural attractions.  An opera, a symphony orchestra, a theater featuring name entertainers 

and visiting music shows ensure a variety of productions from which to choose throughout the year.  A 

number of art museums housing a variety of paintings, sculptures and decorative art, are augmented by 

traveling art exhibits at area libraries and numerous arts and crafts.  Shreveportôs Sci-Port Discovery 

Center provides science education opportunities for all age groups. 

 

Throughout Northwest Louisiana, there are sites of known and potential historical and archeological 

significance.  The known sites are documented with the Louisiana Office of Cultural Development.  

Before federal funds are expended to develop any industrial site, contact must be made with the Office of 

Cultural Development in order to describe the proposed project and the area to be affected.  The Office of 

Cultural Development checks the site against maps of historical or archeological significance which it 

maintains.  If the project will disturb a known site, changes will be required. 

 

In some cases, contact with the Office of Cultural Development will reveal that there is a possibility of 

disturbing some archaeologically significant remains from ancient Native Americans or some nineteenth 

century house or farm.  If there is some evidence to suggest this possibility, the State will require an 

archeological survey to be performed before the project is begun.  The entity undertaking the project is 

always required to halt the project and contact the Office of Cultural Development if some 

archaeologically significant remains (such as spear points, pottery shards, or skeletal remains) are 

discovered during construction. 

 

Most of the existing historical and archeological sites are known to local officials, who want them 

preserved for possible tourist attractions.  Therefore, no major developments are planned which would 

have an adverse impact on these sites.  The discovery of a previously unknown archeological site as the 

result of some new development is rare. 

 

Historic sites have been preserved in various places around the region.  These include the City of 

Natchitoches, the oldest city in the Louisiana Purchase; a major civil war battlefield with State Park and 

museum at Mansfield; the Germantown Colony museum in Webster Parish; and plantation buildings on 

the campus of LSU in Shreveport. 

 

Every Northwest Louisiana parish has an abundance of various types of wildlife.  The districtôs wildlife 

management areas include the Jackson Bienville Area in eastern Bienville Parish and southern Lincoln 

Parish, the Bodcau Area in northeastern Bossier Parish and northwestern Webster Parish, the Soda Lake 

Area in central Caddo Parish, the Sabine Parish Area between Zwolle and Many in central Sabine Parish, 

the Peason Ridge Area in southeastern Sabine Parish and southwestern Natchitoches Parish, and the 

Loggy Bayou Area in southern Bossier Parish.  Also, wildlife is managed in the Black Bayou Game and 

Fish Preserve in northeastern Caddo Parish, Cypress-Black Bayou Conservation District in Bossier 

Parish, and the Red Dirt National Refuge in southern Natchitoches Parish. 

 

It has been noted by the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries that in recent years, an increasing 

number of people are constructing new homes in rural areas.  As of yet, this has not had a measurable 

negative impact on the areaôs wildlife. 

 

At this time, Northwest Louisiana provides a habitat to only one creature recognized as an endangered 

species.  The Red Cockaded Woodpecker is known to have two active colonies in the district.  The 

Jackson Bienville Wildlife Management Area south of Ruston and the Bayou Bodcau Wildlife 
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Management Area are both home to colonies of Red Cockaded Woodpeckers.  The colony at Bayou 

Bodcau spills over onto private property adjacent to the management area. 

 

In Northwest Louisiana, there are three streams which have been designated as ñWild and Scenic Rivers.ò  

They are:  (1) Bayou DôArbonne (28 miles), which flows through the Parishes of Claiborne and Lincoln; 

(2) Corney Bayou (Creek) (20 miles), which flows through Claiborne Parish; and (3) Kisatchie Bayou 

(43) miles) flowing through the Parishes of Natchitoches and Sabine. 

 

Wild and Scenic Rivers have been so designated because of the lack of development and control along 

their courses.  Any entity which plans to carry out construction along one of these streams must first 

contact the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.  It is the programôs intent to maintain these 

streams in their present undeveloped state. 

 

There are parks of various sizes located throughout the district.  Many are situated on the banks of lakes 

to provide swimming and picnicking.  Almost every segment of Kisatchie National Forest also has at least 

one designated park area. 
(Back to contents) 

 

Community and Private Sector Participation in the CEDS Effort 

 

Northwest Louisianaôs Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) is the result of a 

planning process designed to guide the economic growth of the region.  The purpose of the process is to 

help create jobs, foster a more stable and diversified economy, and improve living conditions.  The CEDS 

provides a mechanism for coordinating the efforts of individuals, organizations, local governments, and 

private industry concerned with economic development. 

 

Under the auspices of The Coordinating & Development Corporationôs Board of Directors, a CEDS 

Strategy Committee was named to oversee the compilation of the material for this CEDS report. (The list 

of the CEDS Strategy Committee and Board of Directors of the Coordinating and Development 

Corporation are located in the Appendix section of this report.)   

 

To gain the largest possible input in the development of the 2008 CEDS for Northwest Louisiana, letters 

were sent to more than 1,800 individuals representing workforce development, academia, government, 

social organizations, businesses, bankers, chambers of commerce, industrial development organizations, 

etc.  Included with the letter was a Projects/Activity Form, which could be used to submit projects or 

activities they would like to see included in the CEDS.  In addition, news releases were sent to 

newspapers in all 10 parishes, and a series of five (5) CEDS meetings were held.  The meetings were held 

in Minden (for residents of Webster and Claiborne Parishes), Ruston (for residents of Lincoln and 

Bienville Parishes), Shreveport (Caddo and Bossier Parishes), Mansfield (DeSoto and Red River 

Parishes), and Natchitoches (Natchitoches and Sabine Parishes). 

 

Once a draft of the CEDS was completed, a copy of the draft was placed on The Coordinating & 

Development Corp.ôs website, and copies of the draft were placed in each of CDCôs outreach offices in 

each of the 10 parishes so that the public could review the draft and offer comments.  A news release 

announcing how to access the draft and submit public comments was sent to 17 newspapers. 

 
Additionally, it should be noted that other crossbreed legally constituted Boards of CDC, including its 

subsidiaries and various divisions, also play a role in the development of the CEDS.  These Boards are 

also composed of cross sections of the economy and reflect the broadest possible input to area 

development plans.  They include the Workforce Investment Board, and the Boards of CDCôs subsidiary 

corporations; ARK-LA-TEX Investment and Development Corporation, The Red River Valley BIDCO, 
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and the Tri District Development Corporation.  Members of these boards represent local governments 

including the State of Louisiana, the ten parishes of the region and municipalities; business and industry; 

finance; agriculture; higher education; professionals (such as CPAs, attorneys and others); as well as 

representatives of minorities and those representing other disadvantaged groups.   

 

The information contained herein is a derived from information received from CDC Board members, the 

CEDS Strategy Committee, CDC staff, individuals attending the meetings, and information faxed or 

emailed to CDC for inclusion in the report. 
(Back to contents) 

 

Integrating the CEDS with Louisianaôs Economic Development Priorities 

 

With the arrival of Governor Jindal in January 2008, Louisiana Economic Development was mandated to 

develop programs that would not only attract new businesses to Louisiana, but would give equal priority 

to business retention and expansion and the creation of new businesses, particularly new businesses that 

would develop saleable products and services from innovative technologies being developed in 

Louisianaôs universities.  Additionally, Gov. Jindal has caused the stateôs workforce development 

programs to be completely overhauled, placing exceptional emphasis on state agencies and workforce 

training providers to meet the needs of the stateôs employers.   

 

The local economic development efforts described in this CEDS report echo Gov. Jindalôs aspirations for 

the stateôs future advances in our economic and workforce development activities. 

 

In response to the state mandate that local economic development organizations work together in their 

economic development activities, numerous chambers of commerce, economic/industrial development 

organizations, and communities have banded together to form the Northwest Louisiana Economic 

Development Foundation, the state recognized EDO for Northwest Louisiana.  For the past three years, 

the state has offered a two tiered program to finance marketing the area to new companies.  More than $1 

million has been used by the organizations that are members to the NLEDF to develop background 

information and promotional materials to sell the region to outside companies. 

 

For the first time ever, Northwest Louisiana will host a basic course in Business Retention and Expansion 

taught by the Business Retention and Expansion Institute.  The three day course will be held in Ruston in 

late August 2008.  Individuals registered to date include representatives of area chambers, EDOs, and 

community based professional and volunteer economic developers.   

 

As far as the creation of new businesses, the growth of business incubators in the region is indicative of 

the commitment the entire region has to creating and growing new business, particularly those that 

involve manufacturing new and high tech products. 

 

And, lastly, CDC and the City of Shreveportôs WIA programs, working with local community and 

technical colleges and private workforce training providers, have already instituted programs to make the 

provision of workforce training more responsive to the needs of our local employers.  
(Back to contents) 

 

In-depth Analysis of Economic and Community Development Problems and Opportunities  

 

Since the last 5-year CEDS plan was prepared in 2003, Northwest Louisiana has seen numerous changes 

to our economy, both negative and positive.  
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On the negative side, traditional economic sectors such as the timber industry and manufacturing have 

been adversely affected by the global economy.  For example, Georgia-Pacific closed its operations in 

Springhill (Webster Parish) and Logansport (DeSoto Parish), International Paper Company in Sarepta 

(Webster Parish), and Hood Industries in Coushatta (Red River Parish) closed their operations.  

Additionally, a number of the regionôs manufacturers have permanently closed, eliminating more than 

2,000 manufacturing jobs.  These companies included:   

 

Westpoint Stevens, Coushatta (Red River Parish), 125 jobs 

Acme Brick Company, Jamestown (Bienville Parish), 33 jobs  

CertainTeed Roofing Products Group, Shreveport (Caddo Parish), +30 jobs 

Kellogg Brown & Root, Mansfield (DeSoto Parish), 255 jobs 

PIC Group, Shreveport (Caddo Parish), 106 jobs  

Exide Technologies, Shreveport (Caddo Parish), 217 jobs 

Alcoa Closure Systems International, Shreveport (Caddo Parish), 89 jobs 

Solo Cup, Shreveport (Caddo Parish), 210 jobs 

Skyline Mobile Home, Bossier City (Bossier Parish), 82 jobs 

Vivian Industries, Vivian (Caddo Parish), 100+ jobs 

Plastech, Shreveport (Caddo Parish), 168 jobs 

International Paper, Sarepta (Webster Parish), 10 jobs 

GE Transformer Plant, Shreveport (Caddo Parish), 202 laid off 

Skyline Mobile Homes, Bossier City (Bossier Parish), 82 jobs 

Hood Industries, Coushatta (Red River Parish) 119 jobs 

Georgia-Pacific, Springhill (Webster Parish), 401 jobs 

WinCup, Shreveport (Caddo Parish), 62 jobs 

Georgia-Pacific, Logansport (DeSoto Parish), 260 jobs 

ABB, Inc., Mansfield, (DeSoto Parish), 204 jobs 

General Motors and suppliers, Shreveport, (Caddo Parish),  900+ layed off 

 

Additionally, there are several areas that need continual addressing to improve the business climate in the 

region, namely:  

 

Business taxes:   Several of Louisianaôs unique business tax laws continue to adversely affect economic 

performance; namely, the inclusion of debt when calculating franchise taxes for corporations and 

charging the full amount of State and local sales taxes for equipment and fixtures used in manufacturing.  

To some extent these drawbacks are mitigated by a manufacturerôs use of the stateôs Enterprise Zone and 

Ad Valorem Tax Exemptions, if a company is aware that they can file for these exemptions.  While all 

companies considering locating a facility in Louisiana are made aware of these exemptions, many 

existing smaller firms have no idea of their availability.  The concerns  expressed by existing companies 

and those considering locations in the region about these ñuniqueò taxing policies have resulted in the past 

and current administrations passing legislation that will completely eliminate the inclusion of debt when 

calculating  Louisianaôs corporate franchise tax by January 1, 2012.    

 

Sunset of Renewal Community Program:  The availability of the North and Central Louisiana Rural 

Renewal Communities program is a mixed blessing.  Eight of the rural parishes in Northwest Louisiana 

are included in the RC program, either in whole (Red River, Bienville, and Claiborne Parishes) or in part 

(selected census tracts in Webster, Sabine, Natchitoches, Lincoln, and DeSoto Parishes).  These areas 

qualified for the RC program due to a high poverty and unemployment rate.  The RC program offers 

federal tax credits for wages, accelerated depreciation, and other tax credit benefits to entice companies to 

locate or expand operations in these areas.  Unfortunately, this program is scheduled to end December 21, 

2009.  State and local efforts are underway to work with Congress to extend the program beyond that 

date. 
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Cost and Availability of Business Insurance:  The high cost and, in some cases, the unavailability of 

obtaining business insurance, including general and product liability, is a cause of concern for area 

manufacturers.   This is a long-term, widespread problem in Louisiana as several insurance companies 

have moved out of the state following Hurricanes Katrina and Rita in 2005.  Discussions with state 

officials, from representatives of the Governorôs office to legislators, have not lead to any solutions or 

possible remedies for the foreseeable future.  

 

Financial Resources:  In this region, financing is needed for the establishment of new businesses, 

expansion of existing businesses, creation of employment opportunities and to save existing jobs.  

Generally, the types of needs for financing include working capital, leasehold improvements, real estate, 

construction, renovation, inventory, accounts receivable, and machinery/equipment/fixtures. 

 

Start-up companies in Northwest Louisiana suffer from a lack of available financing opportunities.  Area 

banks are restricted and/or reluctant to lend to start-up businesses, especially if the entrepreneur does not 

have significant personal asset collateral.  In the majority of start-ups in this region, either the prospective 

owners do not have sufficient personal net worth or they are unwilling to pledge the personal assets 

necessary to secure financing. 

 

Business financing is available through commercial lending, government guarantees (i.e., SBA 504, 7A, 

and LEDC); the USDA Intermediary Relending Program; the Red River Valley BIDCO, Inc.; the Tri-

District Development Corporation (TDDC) Revolving Loan Fund; industrial bonds; and venture 

financing.  Financing is achieved through traditional financial institutions, quasi-public agencies, 

industrial bonds, and venture financing.  

  

Smaller banks operate with smaller limits and look to programs such as TDDC to leverage investments 

and extend the financial institutionsô available loan funds.  Participation by the TDDC may be the final 

element to fund a project so as to reduce the equity injection for the borrower. 

 

In the community banks, officers have multiple roles in serving the community.  Often, they participate in 

the creation of economic development strategies and then, in the implementation, by the types of 

investment decisions made.  Banks that are unable to participate in a project often refer clients to the 

TDDC and other government-funded loan or loan-guarantee programs. 

 

Venture capital remains limited in availability in this region, particularly for small business start-ups.  

Although the state has funded in part two venture capital programs, new businesses that intend to utilize 

new technologies continue to have difficulties in attracting venture capital. 

 

The stateôs new Angel Investor Tax Credit program has become a bright spot for high tech and 

manufacturing businesses.  Through this program, investors receive state income tax credits of up to 50 

percent of the money invested in a LED certified Louisiana Entrepreneurial Business. The tax credit is 

realized equally over five years.   The lack of participation in the program by Louisiana investors lead to 

the tax credit being changed to a refundable tax credit, which provides an incentive for out-of-state 

investors to participate in the Angel Investor program. 

 

The lack of local financing for projects has lead to the formation of a ñDouble Bottom Lineò financing 

program, which to date has attracted some $12 million dollars, all but approximately $1.5 million coming 

from outside the region.  Eventually, the goal is to raise $40 million, which will be available for projects 

in low to moderate income areas that not only benefit the developers, but have a social and/or job 

creations benefit (the second bottom line).  An example of such a project would be a large housing 
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complex that also includes shopping facilities to provide job opportunities and /or day care facilities so 

that residents can leave their children in a secure facility while they work. 

 

Lack of Zoning and Adequate Housing Supply:  Representatives of several of the rural parishes noted the 

lack of zoning ordinances, especially in the areas outside municipalities, is a cause of concern.  This is 

particularly true in areas that are expected to see an influx of new natural gas drilling operations due to 

the Haynesville Shale field.  With no zoning restrictions, there is concern that facilities holding drilling 

pipe and maintenance facilities could be erected immediately adjacent to housing subdivisions, without 

any concern for home values or safety and environmental factors such as traffic and waste disposal.  

Additionally, concern was expressed about the need for additional housing to meet the needs of 

employees that might be brought into the state by the drilling companies.  Although, for the most part,  

there is sufficient housing for local residents in most of the regionsô rural communities, very few are 

prepared to develop the housing stock that might be needed for new residents.  
(Back to contents) 

 

On the positive side, the existence of Barksdale Air Force Base in Bossier City (Bossier Parish) and the 

Louisiana National Guard at Camp Minden in Minden (Webster Parish) have put the area in the running 

for the location of three major new military projects.   

 

Barksdale AFB has been named the temporary site of the headquarters for the Air Forceôs new 

CyberSpace Command.  To capitalize on this designation, the City of Bossier City and the Bossier 

Parish Police Jury have committed $50 million for the construction of a new Cyber Innovation Center 

(CIC) and National Cyber Research Park (NCRP) in Bossier City.  The role of the CIC is to 

focus on protecting our nationôs interest by becoming a leader in cyberspace and cyber infrastructure 

research and technology development.   The NCRP will become a state-of-the-art research park, 

patterned after the Cummings Research Park in Huntsville, AL, that provides a physical location 

for the CIC to promote and accelerate research, explore and develop emerging cyberspace 

technologies, and foster collaboration amongst government, private industry and academia.  

Construction of the CIC, which will be located adjacent to the campus of the Bossier Parish 

Community College, began in the summer of 2008.  The state of Louisiana has committed an 

additional $50 million for infrastructure to tie the CIC and NCRP facilities directly to Barksdale AFB.  

Estimates of new jobs range from 500 for the Command itself to upwards of 10,000, dependent upon 

whether companies providing research and projects for the CyberSpace Command decide to locate in 

the CIC or NCRP. 

 

The CIC was established to compliment and support the Air Force in its Cyber mission.  Specifically, 

the CIC is supporting existing cyber components already located at Barksdale AFB - Cyber Combat 

Development Center, Cyber Strike and Air Force Network Operations Center.  The newly established 

Cyber Command, AFCYBER (P), is also located at Barksdale AFB and is being supported by the 

CIC. As the CIC serves as a conduit between local, state and federal agencies, private industries and 

academic institutions, it will be building a knowledge-based economy that supports cyber initiatives, 

education and workforce development. 

 

Several Northwest Louisiana Parishes, most especially Webster Parish, as well as Louisiana Tech 

University and Northwestern State University, all have hopes of seeing satellite Cyber Space 

operations develop in their locations.  No specific plans have been developed to accomplish this, and  

funding for such operations has not been addressed by the various groups who would like to realize a 

residual effort from the location of the Air Forceôs CyberSpace Command at Barksdale Air Force 

base.  
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Barksdale AFB is one of three locations under consideration for the Air Forceôs new Common Battlefield 

Airmen Training (CBAT) program.  According to the Air Force, ñThe Air Force proposes to establish 

the CBAT program to further expand Airmen ground training in combat small arms firing, basics of 

land navigation, small unit tactics and combative skills. Implementation of the program will be 

conducted in three phases from 2011 to 2014 and will include a daily average of about 600 

instructors, 200 base support personnel and 1,800 students at the end of the third phase. This would 

result in the training of more than 14,400 Airmen annually at the selected base.ò  The announcement 

of the location of CBAT is anticipated in the fall of 2008.  Note:  As of early September it was 

announced that the decision as to whether or not the CBAT program will proceed has been placed on 

hold after a change in top leadership within the Air Force.  However, the announcement noted that if 

it proceeds, the three bases, including Barksdale AFB, under current consideration will remain in 

contention for the location of the CBAT program. 

 

Camp Minden has received funding in the amount of $5 million to begin the development of an Armed 

Forces Readiness Center, which will include a Regional Training Institute, Military Training Ranges, 

Barracks, Unit Training Facilities, Dining Facilities and Training Site Support Structures.  It is 

anticipated that the Regional Training Institute will provide training for more than 5,200 military 

students annually, with an estimated annual budget that includes $2.5 million for purchase of goods 

and services, $7.5 million for operating costs and $30 million for payroll, thus infusing a total of $40 

million stimulus into the regional economy.  The Coordinating and Development Corporationôs staff 

worked with Camp Minden and Louisiana National Guard officials to obtain resolutions or letters 

supporting the establishment of the Armed Forces Readiness Center from more than 60 governmental 

agencies in the region.    

 

The State of Louisianaôs tax incentive program for the Film Industry has lead to numerous films being 

produced throughout the region.  In particular, Shreveport (Caddo Parish) has become a major draw 

for the film industry, as noted in the following excerpts from an article that appeared in the May 20, 

2008 edition of  The New York Times:  

 

ñShreveport, home to about 200,000, equally divided between black and white, has become a kind of 

Hollywood South. More than 40 mostly independent productions, both television and film, have 

turned this very Southern city into a location stand-in for New York, Alaska and Maine in movies like 

ñBlonde Ambition,ò ñFactory Girl,ò ñThe Mist,ò ñHarold and Kumar Escape From Guant§namo Bayò 

and ñThe Great Debaters.ò 

 

ñMajor film-industry companies like Paskal Lighting, Cinelease and Panavision all have permanent 

presences here. And last month Nu Image/Millennium Films, a producer and distributor of 

independent films like ñMad Moneyò and ñMy Momôs New Boyfriend,ò announced the construction 

of a 6.7-acre production campus with a planned expansion to a 20-acre full-service studio that will 

have three sound stages, production offices, a mill and a prop house.ò 

 

The oil and gas industry, long a staple of the regionôs economy, has taken on a new life with the discovery 

of the Haynesville Shale, anticipated to be one of the richest fields of natural gas ever discovered.  

Major oil and gas producers, including Chesapeake and Petrohawk have come to the region buying up 

leases from private citizens and governmental bodies.  According to an article in the July 14th issue of  

The (Shreveport) Times ñthe hot zones appear to include all of DeSoto Parish, the mid to southern 

regions of Caddo and Bossier parishes, the southern tip of Webster, the western end of Bienville 

Parish, most of Red River Parish, the upper parts of Sabine and Natchitoches parishes.ò  The DeSoto 

Parish Police Jury has already received a check for $28 million for leasing the mineral rights under 

the Parishôs airport and its nearby industrial park, with two more checks expected for the Parish over 
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the next few years as well, each totaling about $14 million.   Individual land owners are also 

benefitting, as scores of citizens throughout the ñhot zonesò have become instant millionaires. 

 

A new emphasis on entrepreneurship also has blossomed throughout the region.  Whereas, CDCôs 

Metro/Regional Business Incubator was the only business incubator in the region five years ago, 

today there are three additional incubators in operation, with three under construction or in the 

planning stages. 

 

Louisiana Tech Enterprise Center in Ruston (Lincoln Parish) opened in late 2005, and is currently 

planning a $25 million research park to provide a more permanent residence for the high tech 

companies graduated through the Enterprise Center. 

 

The BioMedical Research Foundation of Northwest Louisiana opened its Biospace 1 Life Science 

Business Center in 2006 in Shreveport (Caddo Parish) with funding provided by the State of 

Louisiana. 

 

Southern University in Shreveport has a Small, Women and Minority Owned Business Incubator in 

Bossier City (Bossier Parish), and has a $2.6 million incubator under construction immediately off its 

campus in Shreveport (Caddo Parish).  The new incubator is scheduled to open in early 2009. 

 

The Cyber Innovation Center plans to open an incubator in itôs National Cyber Research Park. This 

project is expected to be completed in the next two to three years. 

 

CDC also continues to plan for an incubator to be located in the City of Natchitoches (Natchitoches 

Parish), with construction expected to begin within the next two years. 
(Back to contents) 

 

Regional Economic Clusters 

 

In 1999, under the guidance of then Governor Mike Foster, a State-developed document entitle ñVision 

20/20ò was developed to help guide the state in its economic development efforts through 2020.  The 

reports defined a cluster-based strategy for economic development in Louisiana for the next twenty years.  

The nine cluster areas included Advanced Materials; Durable Goods/Manufacturing; Energy, Oil and 

Gas; Agriculture, Forest and Food Products and Technology; Entertainment Industry; Information 

Technology; Life Sciences/Biotechnology/Biomedical/Medical and Health Care; Logistics and 

Transportation; and Petrochemical/Environmental Technology. 

 

Northwest Louisiana shares seven of the stateôs nine cluster areas:  Durable Goods/Manufacturing; 

Energy, Oil and Gas; Agriculture, Forest and Food Products and Technology; Entertainment Industry; 

Information Technology; Life Sciences/Biotechnology/Biomedical/Medical and Health Care; Logistics 

and Transportation; and adds one of its own ï Tourism and Recreation.  

 

The growing clusters are: 

 

Energy, Oil and Gas ï The prospects of the vast reserves of natural gas that are expected to be realized 

from the Haynesville Shale strata will add to Northwest Louisianaôs decades old reputation as an energy 

rich area.  With the cost of fuel at record highs, drilling for oil has seen a resurgence of drilling operations 

throughout the region.  Thousands of new jobs and scores of new facilities are expected to be created with 

the anticipated drilling for the Haynesville Shale natural gas. 
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Entertainment Industry ï The regionôs growing reputation as the new Hollywood of the South has 

resulted in the establishment of at least six new film and TV production studios, and hundreds of new job 

opportunities.  Also, training programs for the film production has been introduced at several of the 

regionôs community and technical colleges.  It is not unusual to see film crews at work in any part of the 

district. 

 

Information Technology ï Along with the new Cyber Innovation Center, a number of communities are 

developing facilities to entice digital media and video game manufacturers to locate in the region.  

National Foundation Technology, Inc., a client of the Metro/Regional and Louisiana Tech Business 

Incubators (Shreveport and Ruston respectively), produces video streaming software that allows anyone 

interested in sharing information on the Internet to do so at an extremely attract cost.  The company was 

founded by two graduates of Louisiana Tech, and now has more than 50 employees at its offices in 

Ruston and Shreveport. 

 

Logistics and Transportation ï The three ports along the Red River, scores of national truck lines, and 

excellent rail service, and  Interstate access, including I-20 and I-49, account for the region, especially the 

Shreveport-Bossier City area, being viewed as a transportation hub in the south.  This reputation can only 

grow as I-49 is extended north and I-69 becomes a reality. 

Life Sciences/Biotechnology/Biomedical/Medical and Health Care ï The existence of three major hospital 

systems: Louisiana State University Health Sciences Center, Willis Knighton Health System, and 

Christus-Schumpert Health Center, combined with the Bio-Medical Research Foundation of Northwest 

Louisiana, combine to make Shreveport-Bossier City a recognized health center in the southern United 

States.  In addition to providing patient care, the LSU Health Science Center trains doctors and in 

conjunction with Northwest State University, also trains nurses. 

 

Tourism and Recreation ï The areaôs numerous lakes, including the Toledo Bend Reservoir, one of the 

largest man-made lakes in the south, provide all types of water related activities.  Cultural sites and 

activities, ranging from Natchitoches, the oldest city in the Louisiana Purchase to the Shreveport Opera 

and Symphony, abound.  Hotels, motels, and bed and breakfast facilities are plentiful.  Five gaming 

casinos bring in thousands of tourists each year, as does the Louisiana Downs Racetrack, and numerous 

festivals throughout the region. 

 

The declining clusters are Durable Goods/Manufacturing and the Forestry Industries, which have declined 

due to imports, as explained elsewhere in this report. 
(Back to contents) 

 

Promoting Economic Development and Opportunity  

 

By analyzing the number and percent of jobs in each industry classification sector, it is possible to get an 

idea as to the industries that have the greatest influence on the local economy.  The Louisiana Department 

of Labor*  divides industries into 20 different classification sectors.  For the year 2004, Northwest 

Louisianaôs largest percentages of employees were found in Health Care and Social Assistance (15.47%), 

retail trade (10.97%), manufacturing (9.45%), and educational services (9.23%).  The State of Louisianaôs 

top four sectors include Health Care and Social Assistance, retail trade, and educational services.  

However, Other Services, except Public Administration replaced Manufacturing, which as recently as 

2001 was the fourth highest rate job sector in the state.  *The name of the Louisiana Department of Labor 

changed to Louisiana Workforce Development Commission in July 2008. 

 

Tourism has been an important part of the Northwest Louisiana economy for many years.  Tourist draws 

include recreation facilities, lakes, spectator sports, annual festivals, cultural attractions, and historic sites.  

Since they opened in 1995, the five riverboat casinos on the Red River in Shreveport and Bossier City, as 
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well as the land based casino at Louisiana Downs Racetrack in Bossier City, have been major factors in 

stimulating tourism for the region. 

 

Northwest Louisianaôs manufacturing base, although experiencing major closures recently, continues to 

be a major factor in strengthening this regionôs economic ties to the surrounding area, the State, and the 

nation.  Many of the industries located in the district market their products and services at least regionally, 

if not nationally and internationally.   

 

The future of the Shreveport General Motors facility and their suppliers is a major concern.  With the high 

cost of gas, sales of the vehicles manufactured at the GM plant, the Hummer and their Canyon and 

Colorado pickup trucks, have dropped drastically.  Currently there are no plans for a different line to be 

manufactured at the Shreveport facility.  Since GM over the past several years has invested nearly a $1 

billion in constructing the facility, state and local economic development officials are doing everything 

they know to do to keep the facility operating.  Governor Bobby Jindal, Stephen Moret, the Secretary of 

Louisiana Economic Development, as well as local elected officials and community leaders have begun 

traveling to GMôs headquarters in Michigan in an effort to determine what incentives the state could offer 

to keep the Shreveport plant functioning. 

 

In mid 2008, Louisiana Economic Development and the Louisiana Workforce Development Commission 

provided a grant to The Coordinating and Development Corporation to work with the local Technical 

Colleges and Bossier Parish Community College to develop programs that will quickly and effectively 

help in the retraining of individuals who have lost jobs due to the closure of the paper mills throughout 

the region.  

  

A continuing major economic engine for this region is the Port of Shreveport and Bossier.  Since its 

opening, it has attracted 12 companies to the facility, the most recent of which are: 

 

Morris & Dickson Co., LLC.  ï Morris & Dickson Co. LLC recently constructed a new 395,000 square 

foot distribution complex at the Port of Shreveport-Bossier. The company is the nation's oldest 

privately owned pharmaceutical distributor and has been locally owned and operated by the Dickson 

family for five generations. The company is located at the northern end of the Port Complex. Future 

expansions are already anticipated. 

 

Davison Terminal Service, Inc. ï Davison Terminal Service, Inc. (DTS) is a Louisiana corporation 

headquartered in Ruston. It began operation at the Port of Shreveport-Bossier in September of 2001. 

The company stores and distributes caustic fluids and oils. The DTS tank farm boasts a 125,000-

barrel capacity.  The company also plans to re-locate its truck terminal, currently located at the 

Shreveport Downtown Airport, to the Port. 

 

Arkla Disposal ï Located at the Port at a cost of $5.5 million, Arkla Disposal, LLC is the first Waste 

Water Treatment Unit (WWTU) facility in Louisiana capable of handling hazardous wastewater. 

According to Arkla officials, the treatment process of industrial wastewater allows the separation of 

properties that can be reclaimed, turning the waste into products that can be used in the fuel markets. 

Current customers include companies such as Entergy, Tyson Foods, Lone Star Steel, Georgia 

Pacific, and International Paper. 

 

Trusouth Oil  ï A locally owned company, TruSouth Oil, is another recent tenant to locate at the Port. Its 

operations are located in an 85,000 square foot facility on a fifteen acre site.  The facility 

manufactures and packages engine oils, hydraulic fluid, gear oils, transmission fluid and functional/ 

chemicals.  Equipped with state of the art fully automated equipment/technology, the company 

currently employees 30-35 employees.  
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Steelscape ï Grupo IMSA, through its subsidiary Steelscape, began operation in 2006 as the 11th tenant, 

and largest individual project to date undertaken, at the port.  Headquartered in Kalama, Washington, 

Steelscape produces cold-rolled metallic coated and custom-painted steel coils for the construction 

and OEM markets.  The facility is being built on a 75-acre site in four phases, with phase two 

currently under construction. When Phase III is completed the facility will consist of 500,000 square 

feet.   

 

Pratt Industries ï In early 2008, Pratt Industries, headquartered in Australia, announced that it will open 

a $150 million facility at the Port, which at full capacity, will recycle more than 300,000 tons of paper 

per year.  The waste paper will be collected from homeowners and businesses in the Shreveport area. 
(Back to contents) 

 

Maximizing the Development and Use of the Workforce 

Under the direction of Gov. Jindal, during its regular session, which ended in late June 2008, the 

Louisiana Legislature passed legislation to completely revamp the manner in which workforce training is 

provided throughout the state.  The legislation eliminated the Louisiana Department of Labor, replacing it 

with the Louisiana Workforce Commission (WFC), which will operate in a manner similar to the Texas 

Workforce Commission.  The WFC will be moved under the Office of the Governor, with the hope that 

the change will foster a workforce better prepared to meet the needs of existing businesses and industries, 

as well as the future needs of industries involved in high tech and life sciences.  

 

The emphasis under the WFC will be to train individuals so that they are ready with the skills that are 

needed by Louisiana companies.  All workforce training providers will be retrained with this concept in 

mind.  Employers will be surveyed to determine their needs; then programs will be developed to meet the 

needs of the employers.  These programs will, in turn, be required to be implemented by the local 

campuses of the Louisiana Technical College, Bossier Parish Community College, and private workforce 

training agencies.   Employers have been promised that if any employee has not received adequate 

training after going through State-provided training, the employee will be retrained at no cost until the 

employee has learned the skills needed by the employer. 

 

The Coordinating and Development Corporation, which administers the Workforce Investment Act 

(WIA) program for Northwest Louisiana, excluding the City of Shreveport, has taken a lead in surveying 

employers in the parishes it serves to determine the occupations that are in demand, the skills needed in 

the workforce, and identify the types of training programs that would best serve the workforce training 

needs of our areaôs employers.  Additionally, in conjunction with the City of Shreveportôs WIA program, 

a brochure was produced and mailed to approximately 2,500 businesses and individuals promoting the 

services available to employers through the WIA programs. 
(Back to contents) 

 

Promoting the Use of Technology in Economic Development 

 

SBIR and STTR Programs.  The high tech incubators and the Cyber Innovation Center described above 

denote the commitment by the region to foster the growth and development of high tech companies.  

Additionally, CDCôs staff has an individual that works with local companies to help them qualify for the 

Federal Governmentôs Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) and Small Technology Transfer 

Research (STTR) programs.  Through the staff memberôs efforts, Northwest Louisiana companies have 

received some $1.25 million in SBIR grants, including most recently a $500,000 research grant from the 

NSF to further develop a streaming video process. 
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Bayh-Dole Bill versus 37 CFR 401.  While it would be reasonable to expect that universities and 

businesses would work together to develop new high technologies and services, the Intellectual 

Property(IP) policies of Louisiana universities (both the Louisiana State University and the University of 

Louisiana systems), as well as a majority of the universities throughout the country, discourage this 

relationship.  Instead, they cite the Bayh-Dole law as the reason for the university to become the owner of 

all IP resulting from the involvement of a university staff in a research project for a private company.  

This is in spite of 37 CFR 401 entitled, Rights To Inventions Made by Nonprofit Organizations and Small 

Business Firms Under Government Grants, Contracts, And Cooperative Agreements, which grants the IP 

rights to small businesses and nonprofit organizations, with a government research contract.  The U.S. 

Department of Commerceôs Advanced Technology Program specifically states that the company 

receiving a grant through the ATP program must own the IP.   

 

A report entitled ñWhere Has the Money Gone? Declining Industrial Support of Academic R&D,ò 

published by the NSF in September 2006, states the following: ñA three-decades-long trend of 

increasingly strong ties between industry and universities may have ended. Between 1972 and 2001, 

industrial support to universities and colleges grew more rapidly than any other source of support for 

academic research and development http://nsf.gov/statistics/infbrief/nsf06328/#nas1996.  A 1996 

National Academy of Sciences report stated that "The prevalence and vitality of research partnerships 

between industrial organizations and universities have increased dramatically over the last two decades" 

(NAS 1996:1). A decade later, at an April 2006 meeting held at the National Academies, prominent 

industry and university speakers indicated that negotiations of sponsored research agreements, 

particularly disagreements over the treatment of intellectual property (IP), were negatively affecting the 

entire industry-university research partnership in the United States.  It was pointed out that U.S. 

companies increasingly choose to work with foreign rather than U.S. universities, encouraged by the more 

favorable IP rights that foreign universities offer and the strong incentives for joint industry-university 

research that foreign governments provide.ò 

 

Having the Congress change the law so that the ATP policy relates to any private company receiving a 

grant from a federal agency would help ensure that there is more cooperation between universities and the 

private sector in helping to keep our nation at the forefront of the development of high technology based 

businesses in the future. 

 

Broadband and Cell Phone Access.  According to a report entitled ñA Nation Online: Broadband Age,ò 

released by the National Telecommunication and Information in September 2004, Louisiana joined 

Arkansas as the stateôs with the lowest ñInternet Use by Population, Age 3 or Older.ò   Louisiana and 

Arkansas shared a ñLower Boundò ranking of 47.1; with an ñUpper Boundò ranking of 52.8 for 

Louisiana; 52.7 for Arkansas.  Several factors account for this low ranking in the use of the Internet:  lack 

of high speed access in the rural areas, low income and high poverty rates throughout the region, and an 

unwillingness by cable and phone providers to offer broadband access in low population areas. 

 

The lack of broadband access in most of the rural sections of Northwest Louisiana is a determent to the 

ability of these areas to attract, and in some cases, keep businesses.  An additional problem is that 

students in areas without broadband are handicapped when it comes to using the Internet for research 

projects and better learning opportunities.  Distant learning opportunities for all ages also are handicapped 

due to the lack of broadband in so many sections of the region.  A concerted effort must be undertaken to 

find ways to bring affordable broadband services to rural parts of the region, and to ensure that 

individuals in the workforce as well as students of all ages have the knowledge and training to access and 

use the Internet. 

 

Cell phone usage is another problem in the rural areas.  Although there are ample cell relay towers in the 

Shreveport-Bossier City Metropolitan area and along I-20 and I-49, few such towers exist in the vast 

http://nsf.gov/statistics/infbrief/nsf06328/#nas1996
http://nsf.gov/statistics/infbrief/nsf06328/#nas1996
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majority of the regionôs rural areas.   The lack of cell tower coverage in these areas create ñdropped-callò 

problems for business people who travel in the area, as well as for emergency and public safety personnel 

serving the rural areas. 

 

The Louisiana Optical Network Initiative (commonly known as LONI) will have far-reaching 

implications for Louisianaôs research competitiveness and long-term economic development potential.  In 

the near future, all Louisiana universities are expected to have access to LONI, which provides them with 

a new world of supercomputing and research capability.  Coupled with the Louisiana Board of Regents 

decision to become a member of the National LambdaRail (NLR), a nationwide grid-computing 

infrastructure that is expected to have the same effect on our nationôs technological development as the 

interstate highway system has had on interstate commerce, LONI and NLR are expected to exponentially 

enhance Louisiana universitiesô research capabilities.  Currently, Louisiana State University in 

Shreveport, Louisiana Tech University in Ruston, and Northwestern State University in Natchitoches are 

connected to the LONI system, thus giving businesses requiring the use of LONI or NLR nearby access to 

the programs. 
(Back to contents) 

 

Transportation Access 

 

Two interstate Highways serve the Northwest Louisiana region.  Interstate Highway 20 runs in an east-

west direction from the eastern boundary of Lincoln Parish, through the Parishes of Lincoln, Bienville, 

Webster, Bossier, and Caddo to the Stateôs boundary with Texas.  It passes through the Cities of Ruston, 

Minden, Bossier City, and Shreveport.  Interstate 20 continues west to Dallas, where it connects with 

many other Interstate Highways.  It continues east to Jackson, Mississippi and Atlanta Georgia.  Interstate 

Highway 49 runs in a north-south direction from Shreveport, Louisiana to its junction with Interstate 

Highway 10 in Lafayette, Louisiana.  It runs through the Parishes of Caddo, DeSoto, and Natchitoches.  

There are plans to extend Interstate 49 northward from Shreveport to Texarkana, Arkansas, where it will 

join with Interstate Highway 30.  Construction on this portion of I-49 is underway from Texarkana to the 

Arkansas-Louisiana boundary. 

Another Interstate Highway has been planned that will pass through Northwest Louisiana.  Interstate 

Highway 69 will run from the United States border with Canada to the border with Mexico and pass 

through this region.  Much of its precise route for this area has not been determined.  It is expected to 

enter the region along the northern boundary of either Claiborne Parish or Webster Parish and continue in 

a southwesterly direction.  It will cross Interstate Highway 20 to the East of Bossier City and pass along 

the southern side of Shreveport near the Port of Shreveport-Bossier.  From there, it will continue westerly 

or southwesterly and cross into Texas along the western boundary of southern Caddo Parish or northern 

DeSoto Parish. 

 

Aside from the interstate highways and some urbanized areas, the region has very few four lane 

highways.  Work continues on the expansion of U. S. Highway 171 to four lanes from Shreveport to Lake 

Charles.  This highway has been four-laned from Shreveport to just north of Mansfield in DeSoto Parish 

and from Noble to Zwolle in Sabine Parish.  Additional construction is underway in Sabine Parish. 

 

There are a number of planned four-laning projects for the region. Louisiana Highway 1 has already been 

four-laned from the Shreveport-Bossier Port to a point north of Shreveport and south of Mooringsport.  

The plan is to expand it to four lanes all the way to the point at which it exits into Texas at the northwest 

corner of the State.  U. S. Highway 371 runs from Interstate 49 in DeSoto Parish to the Arkansas 

boundary at Springhill, Louisiana and it is hoped that this highway can be four-laned through its entire 

length through southwestern Arkansas and into Oklahoma.  There are plans to expand U.S. Highway 79 

to four lanes from Minden, Louisiana to the point at which it enters Arkansas north of Haynesville in 

Claiborne Parish.  The path for a bypass around Homer, Louisiana has already been cleared.  There are 
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also plans to four-lane U.S. 84 in Natchitoches Parish, and Louisiana Highway 6 in Natchitoches Parish 

and Sabine Parish. 

 

There are three ports located along the Red River.  The Port of Shreveport-Bossier is on the west side of 

the Red River and is located immediately to the south of Shreveport.  The Natchitoches Port is on the East 

side of the river and is located between Natchitoches and Campti.  Although the Natchitoches Port is 

newer, both ports are still developing their adjacent industrial park and port facilities.  The Red River 

Port, located near Hannah in Red River Parish, recently had a $3 million conveyor system installed to 

handle aggregates.  This facility may prove useful to the proposed ADA-ES facility should they require 

barged shipments of fossil fuel to augment their  supply of locally obtained lignite, which is the raw 

material for their activated carbon.  

 

There are railroads in every parish in Northwest Louisiana.  Some are small lines connecting local areas 

with major railroad lines, but many are major lines providing freight service in every direction.  A number 

of industrial parks are located adjacent to railroads and some have rail sidings.  There is no rail passenger 

service in Northwest Louisiana at the present time.  However, a group of concerned citizens and 

government officials in Webster Parish are working on commuter rail line to bring workers living in the 

northern and southern parts of the Parish to the Shreveport/Bossier City area.  

 

Airports are scattered throughout the Northwest Louisiana region.  Rural airports with varying qualities of 

landing strips and facilities are located at Vivian, Springhill, Homer, Ruston, Minden, Coushatta, 

Natchitoches, Many, and Mansfield.  There are two airports in Shreveport, the largest of which is the 

Shreveport Regional Airport with modern facilities and several commercial airlines providing regular 

service; the other caters to corporate aircraft. 
(Back to contents) 

 

Enhancing and Protecting the Environment 

 

Northwest Louisiana is blessed with a beautiful and varied natural environment.  Its topography includes 

rolling hills covered with deciduous and evergreen forests, as well as flat floodplains supporting all kinds 

of agriculture.  Streams, rivers, lakes, and wetlands are home to a variety of aquatic and amphibious life.  

This broad array of biomes found in this areaôs ten parishes has attracted many different kinds of activity, 

but has made for some rather complex environmental considerations. 

 

Wetlands.  There are wetland areas scattered throughout Northwest Louisiana.  The broad definition of 

wetlands utilized at this time includes land which is rarely covered with water.  These areas are included, 

however, because their soil type meets the wetlands definition.  Unlike the southern regions of the State, 

where large expanses of coastal marsh stretching for miles in every direction, Northwest Louisianaôs 

wetlands are often located along bayous, rivers, and lakes. 

 

Although the wetlands are scattered, they do represent an environmentally sensitive issue which 

constrains economic development projects.  Most of Northwest Louisiana is part of the Vicksburg District 

of the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, which is the agency with the capability of accurately determining 

whether or not a particular site is within a wetlands area.  The Corps of Engineers requires any entity 

wishing to carry out a Federally-funded construction project in a wetlands area to apply for and receive a 

permit.  However, if funds from the Economic Development Administration are involved, the presence of 

a wetlands area will at least mean that actions to mitigate wetlands impacts are required, and could even 

prevent funding of the project.  Thus, economic development projects planned for sites that include 

wetlands must make allowances for the fact that wetlands are to be protected. 
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Flood hazard areas also represent an environmentally sensitive issue.  Various flood zone designations 

are shown on large scale Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) which have been compiled for most 

Northwest Louisiana parishes and municipalities for the National Flood Insurance Program.  These maps 

show that there are 100-year flood zones and 500-year flood zones along streams and lakes throughout 

Northwest Louisiana. 

 

Although the location of underground water or sewer lines in a 100-year flood zone does not present a 

problem, the construction of buildings, sewage treatment facilities, etc., warrants further examination and 

modification.  Any building constructed in a flood hazard area, must ensure that its floor is above the base 

flood elevation. 

 

Air Quality.  With the exception of the Cities of Shreveport and Bossier City, the district is not densely 

urbanized.  Thus, there are no extensive areas where concentrations of gasoline-powered vehicles and 

smokestack factories are constantly pumping waste into the air.  There are no high mountains to enclose 

areas where an inversion might form that would create conditions conducive to long periods of heavy 

smog.  Also, there are relatively few chemical industries and petroleum refineries which have a reputation 

for having adverse effects on air quality.  The manufacturers of wood and paper products are either new 

or have recently undergone improvements to meet more stringent emissions standards. 

 

All of Northwest Louisiana is considered to be an ñattainmentò area.  That is, the amount of pollutants in 

the air over time is considered to be within acceptable levels.  The only air quality monitoring station in 

Northwest Louisiana is located in Shreveport.  Thus, it is impossible to get air quality data for any other 

area of the district.  Because the station is in the districtôs only urban area, its readings cannot be 

considered to be a good representative of the area. 

 

To date, air quality has not inhibited development.  Because Northwest Louisiana is an attainment area, 

there has been no concern that some new industryôs emissions would push air pollution to a dangerous 

level.  Of course, any new or expanding industry which will carry out some process that involves 

emissions into the air must apply for and obtain a permit from the Louisiana Department of 

Environmental Quality (DEQ). 

 

Potable and Industrial Water.  The Louisiana DEQ has published a ñWater Quality Inventoryò which 

gives specific information concerning the quality of each of the Stateôs bodies of water.  It indicates that, 

at this time, there are no substantial problems with surface water in Northwest Louisiana. 

 

There have been occasional runoffs from agricultural activity, oil spills, etc., in which significant 

pollutants have been released into some of the areaôs bodies of water.  However, these incidents have 

occurred so seldom that they have not caused a major problem.  There should be no need to prevent a 

project located adjacent to an area body of water from going forward because of the existing level of 

pollution.  Therefore, surface water quality has not been, nor is it anticipated to be a constraint on 

economic development. 

 

There are two aquifers in Northwest Louisiana, with both considered to be environmentally sensitive.  

One of those aquifers is the Chicot Aquifer, which is found under the southwestern portion of the state.  

The southernmost edges of Sabine Parish and Natchitoches Parish are considered to touch the Chicot 

Aquifer.  Any project which will involve a facility in the Chicot Aquifer area that disposes of its waste 

water into dry wells, retention ponds, or methods other than a treatment plant must make contact with the 

U. S. Environmental Protection Agency early in the planning stage, in order to determine whether or not 

the aquifer will be affected.  Because this aquifer involves such a small portion of Northwest Louisiana, it 

has not had adverse impacts upon development. 
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The Sparta Aquifer lies beneath all of Claiborne Parish and Lincoln Parish, as well as portions of Bossier 

Parish, Webster Parish and Bienville Parish.  The water level of this aquifer is currently dropping at a rate 

of two feet per year, and its yield has declined substantially in recent years.  Also, problems with the 

aquiferôs quality have developed, with the area under Bossier Parish, in particular, becoming ñsaltyò as 

the aquifer shrinks.  Over the years, numerous methods for recharge of this aquifer and/or finding 

alternative potable water sources have been considered; however, no practical and economically feasible 

solution has been found. 

 

DeSoto Parish is the only parish that recognized the need for a long term solution to having sufficient 

water for potable and industrial use.  Several of the local communities banded together with the DeSoto 

Parish Police Jury and constructed a water loop throughout the entire outer edge of the parish.  This has 

made them the only parish that can claim it has sufficient water to meet the needs of most companies 

seeking a location in Northwest Louisiana.  

 

Sewage.  Although most of the systems for collecting and treating sewage in Northwest Louisiana are 

operated by municipal governments, there are three sewer districts which serve customers in 

unincorporated areas.  In terms of collection, many of the smaller municipalities and rural systems have 

problems with infiltration along the lines and with lift stations.  The infiltration problem results in higher 

volumes of wastewater going into the treatment facility following any period of moderate to heavy 

rainfall. 

 

This creates an environmentally unsafe situation only if the treatment facility does not have the capacity 

to handle the additional burden, which does occasionally occur.  Problems with lift stations have been 

known to occasionally create environmental hazards when major malfunctions have resulted in raw 

sewage flowing in open ditches or creating ñpondsò of untreated wastewater in low areas.  Although these 

types of problems are not common, they are found mostly in older residential areas where the collection 

systems were installed more than forty years ago.  Thus, they seldom present an impediment to business 

and industrial development projects. 

 

Wastewater.  In Northwest Louisiana, treatment of wastewater is handled, for the most part, in one of 

three ways.  Multiple cell oxidation ponds were the most popular method for many years, especially for 

the smaller rural systems.  When treatment of sewage was enforced by the EPA in the 60ôs and 70ôs 

nearly every small municipal system constructed oxidation lagoons, because they were inexpensive to 

create and to operate.  However, the oxidation method of treatment as it was originally instituted, can no 

longer meet the more stringent environmental requirements imposed by the State DEQ and the Federal 

EPA.  As systems upgrade their treatment facilities in order to adhere to the new standards, many are 

changing to a relatively new technology known as the rock-reed filter, which utilizes plants to carry out a 

natural removal of waste from residential sewage.  The third option, mechanical treatment, is more costly 

to maintain, but allows treatment of greater volumes of wastewater while utilizing less space and time 

than the other two methods.  It is used mainly by systems which serve large numbers of customers. 

 

In order to operate legally, sewage treatment facilities must have a current permit from the State DEQ.  If 

a facility fails to comply with the DEQôs treatment regulations, an administrative order is issued requiring 

the municipality or sewer district to upgrade its treatment facility.  The order includes a date past which 

progress toward completing the improvements must be demonstrated, or else fines will be imposed.   

 

There are places in Northwest Louisiana where the lack of adequate sewage treatment serves as a 

hindrance to development.  In order to be approved for funding by the EDA, an applicant must document 

compliance with DEQ standards, or include as part of the project, facilities for properly treating the 

wastewater from potential users of EDA funded infrastructure.  Also, new industries will not want to 

locate in areas which are inadequately served by sewage collection and treatment. 
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Solid Waste.  In 1981, the Louisiana Solid Waste Management Divisionôs state plan was adopted and 

approved by the EPA.  As a result of the enforcement of rules and regulations established by this plan, 

open dumps were closed throughout the state, and sanitary landfills became the primary means for 

permanent disposal of solid waste in northern Louisiana.  These landfills serve as a much more 

environmentally safe means of disposal than did the open dumps, some of which were adjacent to streams 

and rivers. 

 

However, since the early 80ôs, EPAôs regulations regarding landfills have become more strict in order to 

contain leachate and to monitor buried waste over time.  Thus, during the last few years, the number of 

operating landfills has declined steadily.  At this time, there are landfills operating in the Parishes of 

Caddo, DeSoto, Sabine and Webster.  Solid Waste from Bossier Parish is sent to Caddo Parish, and solid 

waste from Red River Parish is buried in the landfill in DeSoto Parish.  Claiborne Parish sends its waste 

to neighboring Webster Parish for disposal, while the Parishes of Bienville and Natchitoches send their 

waste to landfills in Quachita Parish.  The landfill in Sabine Parish receives waste from its neighbor to the 

south, Vernon Parish. 

 

As sanitary landfills were being established in the late 70ôs and early 80ôs, collection was handled mainly 

by local units of government.  Towns and Cities had, for the most part, door-to-door curbside collection 

of solid waste, while parishes set up large waste receptacles at various locations where rural residents 

could bring their waste.  Once or twice a week, the parish would haul the collected waste to the parish 

landfill. 

 

Although collection of municipal residential waste is still largely handled by the local government, 

commercial and industrial wastes and waste from rural areas is increasingly handled by commercial waste 

hauling companies which contract with local governments or individual businesses to perform this 

service.  Thus, virtually all of Northwest Louisiana is served by some sort of waste collection. 

 

The next step to be taken is the reduction in the amount of waste going into landfills.  This reduction will 

be brought about primarily through reuse and recycling although composting and incineration could also 

be a part of the process.  A recycling region has already formed which includes four Northwest Louisiana 

parishes.  The region has been studying the means by which recycling can be most economically brought 

about in this area. 

 

At this time, neither collection nor disposal of solid waste can be said to be barriers to economic 

development.  Existing landfills have capacity to take on additional waste, and there are no areas where 

providers of collection services will not go. 

 

Oil and Natural Gas.  Extraction and production of fossil fuels are activities that have been going on in 

Northwest Louisiana for many, many years.  Each of the ten parishes has producing oil and/or gas wells.  

From time to time, environmental hazards have been created as a result of oil spills.  Also, the presence of 

tanks in and adjacent to oil and gas fields is considered to be a potential hazard.  In some cases, new 

industries locating within one mile of these tanks must be warned in writing of the fact that there are 

flammable fluids stored in the vicinity. 

 

Just as the regulatory agencies have placed more stringent requirements upon other generators of 

pollution, it has done the same with oil and gas production, storage, and transportation.  Although there is 

always the potential for an accident or for some unscrupulous operation to improperly handle its 

materials, enforcement of the regulations has greatly reduced the amount of pollution resulting from 

extraction activities. 
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In early 2008, news broke that the region was sitting on what may turn out to be the largest natural gas 

field ever discovered in the U.S., the Haynesville Shale Field.  Major drilling companies, such as 

Chesapeake and Petrohawk, are in the process of buying up mineral rights from government agencies and 

individual landowners, with the result that the government agencies in DeSoto and Caddo have already 

recognized huge financial benefits, and numerous individual citizens who have signed contracts with 

drilling companies have become millionaires overnight.   

 

One of the downsides of the drilling activity is the fact that trucks loaded with saline-tainted water are 

traveling the roads constantly along the western most parishes in the region.  Although Louisiana laws 

prohibit the drilling companies from reinserting the saline water into the ground, Texas allows it.  

Therefore, every day there are hundreds of trucks carrying the saline water to East Texas for disposal.  

This traffic not only causes congestion on the regionôs roads and bridges, but they are causing major 

damage to the parish, state, and federal roads they travel. 

 

Lignite.  In the late 1980ôs lignite, a low BTU form of coal known as lignite, was found to exist in several 

parishes in Northwest Louisiana, including DeSoto, Red River, Sabine, Natchitoches, and Bienville 

Parishes.  Strip mines are currently active in DeSoto Parish and Red River Parish, and provide the fuel for 

an electric power plant in DeSoto Parish. 

 

Lignite is removed from the earth by strip mining.  This means that enormous drag lines must remove the 

ñoverburdenò of soil to get to the layers of lignite.  However, the entire process has been environmentally 

analyzed and is carefully monitored by the Stateôs regulatory agency.  After mining has taken place, the 

overburden is replaced and the mined area is replanted with the same type of growth found there prior to 

the mining activity.  It is believed that the presence of lignite will enhance rather than limit economic 

activity. 

 

Because of the availability of lignite, ADA-ES, a company with headquarters in Littleton, CO, is in the 

process of obtaining environmental permits to construct a major ñGreenfieldò manufacturing facility in 

Red River Parish.  They will use lignite to manufacture activated carbon, which is the key chemical 

needed to capture mercury from coal-fired power plants.  ADA-ES permits are for two production lines at 

the site, which would cost approximately $400 million to construct.  Commercial operation of the first 

plant is planned by 2010.  

 

Forestry and Timber.  Forests play a major role in the areaôs economy.  Sawmills, paper mills, and 

various manufacturing operations using locally grown timber may be found throughout the region.  There 

are literally thousands of acres of protected forests in Northwest Louisiana.  Portions of Natchitoches 

Parish, Webster Parish, and Claiborne Parish are a part of the Kisatchie National Forest.  Although very 

little major development activity goes on in these areas, they are considered to be very attractive and are 

an important part of the tourism economy. 

 

Forests have been, and continue to be an important natural resource for Northwest Louisiana.  There is 

forest land in each of the districtôs ten parishes.  The 3.3 million acres of forest land in this area represent 

well over sixty percent of Northwest Louisianaôs total acreage.  Nearly two thirds of the areaôs forests are 

evergreen.  The historic role which forests played in the areaôs economy has been adversely impacted by 

imports.  Closed mills, paper mills, various manufacturing operations, and support services to the industry 

are all too vivid indications of the effects imports have had on the forestry economy in this part of the 

State. 

 

Agriculture has been and continues to be an important part of the areaôs economy.  Various farm products 

are produced and processed in large volumes because of the climate and the abundance of prime 

farmland.  This abundance of prime farmland keeps it from being a deterrent to development.  It cannot 
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be denied that most rural land is considered to be prime farmland.  Because there is so much prime 

farmland, conversion of hundreds of acres represents a small percentage of the total.  Therefore, to date, 

no proposed project in Northwest Louisiana has been determined to have substantial impact in terms of 

reduction of prime farmlands.  This issue is not a deterrent to economic development. 

 

Unfortunately, because of the abuses by many of the chemical industries in the southern portions of the 

State, Louisiana now has a reputation in other areas, as having a dirty environment.  This assessment is 

unfair to the ten parishes of Northwest Louisiana, where the environment is generally in good condition. 

 

Because of the lack of strict environmental regulations, there have been abuses of the environment in the 

past.  However, improvements have been and are being made.  For the most part, Northwest Louisiana 

has an environment into which new businesses and industries should want to locate.  Efforts to maintain 

good environmental conditions must be continued so that future generations can enjoy the advantages 

which exist today. 
(Back to contents) 

 

Past, Present and Projected Future Economic Development Investments 

 

Past Investment Projects -- January 1, 2004 through June 2007  

 

Company Name Parish Amount of Investment 

Number of 

Permanent 

New Jobs 

American Pump Technology, Inc. Caddo $46,131 46 

American Pump Technology, Inc. Caddo $505,000 40 

Continental Structural Plastic of LA Webster $13,607,069 240 

Continental Structural Plastic of LA Webster $5,500,000 60 

GE Capital Caddo $38,087,800   

GE Capital Webster $1,021,889   

General Motors Caddo $18,353,600   

General Motors Caddo $88,402,700 165 

General Motors Caddo $6,488,200   

General Motors Caddo $1,346,300   

General Motors Caddo $11,353,000   

Ortix Financial Services, Inc. Webster $502,928 3 

General Motors Caddo $1,346,300   

General Motors Caddo $11,353,000   

Ortix Financial Services, Inc. Webster $502,928 3 

Transamerica Equipment Financial Svcs Webster $5,116,807   

Green Clinic Surgical Hospital, LLC Lincoln $8,686,000 55 

Laser & Cataract Center Shreveport, LLC Caddo $2,342,838 8 

Walgreen Louisiana Co., Inc. Caddo $403,000 28 

International Paper Co. Webster $4,417,295 20 

International Paper Co. Webster $2,314,920   

International Paper Co. Caddo $327,763   
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Company Name Parish Amount of Investment 

Number of 

Permanent 

New Jobs 

International Paper Co. DeSoto $4,435,450   

International Paper Co. DeSoto $100,000,000 5 

Shaw Alloy Piping Products, Inc. Caddo $183,305   

Shaw Alloy Piping Products, Inc. Caddo $16,011 15 

Frymaster, LLC Caddo $1,864,836   

Hoover International Caddo $171,094   

Calumet Lubricants Co., LP Caddo $5,034,772   

Calumet Lubricants Co., LP Caddo $50,000,000 31 

Calumet Lubricants Co., LP Bossier $2,343,834   

Calumet Lubricants Co., LP Webster $1,300,005   

Cerro Flow Products, Inc. Bossier $187,477   

Cerro Flow Products, Inc. Bossier $434,592   

American Pump Technology, Inc. Caddo $164,313   

Fifth Third Bank Eastern Michigan Caddo $9,281,722   

Shree Ram Enterprises, LLC Caddo $5,800,000 19 

Red River Pharma Development Caddo $4,639,511 224 

Ai -Shreveport, LLC Caddo $4,973,221 200 

Waring Oil Company Bossier $1,110,879 11 

Waring Oil Company Bossier $1,010,000 25 

Church Street Inn, LLC Natchitoches $401,717 7 

J Haws & Associates, Inc. Bossier $2,398,296 21 

North American Pulp Molding, LLC Claiborne $2,225,000 67 

Cellxion, LLC Bossier $4,532,734   

Kenya Enterprises, Inc. Webster $804,000 14 

Southland Printing Co., Inc. Caddo $98,381 2 

Southland Printing Co., Inc. Caddo $346,918 2 

Southland Printing Co., Inc. Caddo $16,691 2 

Steel Forging, Inc. Caddo $198,447   

Steel Forging, Inc. Caddo $42,764   

Voight Fabrics Shreveport Caddo $382,799   

Weyerhaueser Natchitoches $3,060,206   

Weyerhaueser (Surepine) Lincoln $759,773   

Weyerhaueser (Taylor Sawmill) Bienville $594,164   

Weyerhaueser (Zwolle Plywood) Sabine $674,209   

Weyerhaueser Company-Red Natchitoches $3,479,170   

Weyerhauser (Arcadia OSB) Lincoln $361,047   

Weyerhauser (Simsboro LVL) Lincoln $889,703   

International Paper Co. DeSoto $21,585,608   

International Paper Co. DeSoto $10,246,764   
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Number of 

Permanent 

New Jobs 

International Paper Co. Webster $3,220,559   

Martco Limited Partnership Natchitoches $2,050,100 425 

Martco Limited Partnership Natchitoches $72,473,800 100 

Meridian Automotive Services Caddo $2,071,863 50 

Oklahoma Municipal Power DeSoto $103,338   

Oklahoma Municipal Power DeSoto $47,775   

Custom-Built Cabinets and Supply Caddo $161,744   

Foremost Dairies, Inc. Caddo $542,577   

Foremost Dairies, Inc. Caddo $272,314 10 

Frymaster, LLC Caddo $808,835   

Regional Urology, LLC Caddo $2,349,977 33 

Hoover Universal Caddo $9,230,630 18 

Bill & Ralph's, Inc. Webster $4,675,000 10 

Eco Mulch, Inc. Caddo $134,313 8 

U.S. Lime Company - Shreveport Caddo $3,343,102 6 

Grupo Antolin Louisiana, Inc. Caddo $1,379,066 50 

Cerro Flow Products, Inc. Bossier $151,798   

Inferno Manufacturing Caddo $9,291   

Red Ball Oxygen Company, Inc. Caddo $392,675 3 

First Louisiana Bank Bossier $1,278,351 5 

Louisiana Riverwalk, LLC Bossier $100,000,000 6 

Lowes Home Centers, Inc. Lincoln $8,000,000 100 

Metropolitan Circles, LLC Caddo   25 

Accu-Tech Mold and Die, Inc. Caddo $175,433 2 

Accu-Tech Mold and Die, Inc. Caddo $180,034   

Builders Supply Company, Inc. Natchitoches $40,746   

Builders Supply Company, Inc. Caddo $37,582   

Builders Supply Company, Inc. Caddo $50,899   

Ashley Furniture Bossier $2,353,357 29 

Celebrity Theaters of Ruston Lincoln $5,000,000   

Sterifx Inc. Caddo   5 

UOP, LLC Caddo $4,723,624   

Smurfit-Stone Container Bienville $677,645 134 

Goex, Inc. Webster $813,063 1 

Cleco Power, LLC DeSoto $563,379   

General Electric Company Caddo $436,116   

BailSco Blades & Castings, Inc. Caddo $62,000 3 

BLC Leasing Co. DeSoto $3,772,352 5 

Bosie Building Solutions Components Sabine $3,454,843   
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Dixie Center for the Arts Lincoln $2,238,000 5 

FWM Mechanical, Inc. Webster $705,000 7 

McElroy Metal Mill, Inc. Bossier $1,041,444   

Seal Craft Corp. Bossier $162,325   

Seal Craft Corp. Bossier $173,159   

Southwestern Electric Power Co. DeSoto $450,704   

Bossier Parish Community College Bossier $55,000,000 5 

Specialty Risk Associates, Inc. Caddo $1,050,000 5 

Reeves Marine Center Bossier $860,000 8 

Trusouth Oil, LLC Caddo $11,300,000 55 

Trane Co. Webster $1,269,262   

Trueturn Machine, LLC Bossier $364,911   

Trueturn Machine, LLC Bossier $1,646,563   

Schwan's Home Service, Inc. Caddo $1,749,825 5 

Holmes European Motors, Inc. Caddo $850,000 13 

MTP Drivetrain Services, LLC Sabine $498,017 59 

MTP Drivetrain Services, LLC Sabine $116,699 5 

Bowman Systems, LLC Caddo $250,000 5 

Dixie Weld Fab, Inc. Caddo $126,756   

A. G. Simpson (USA), Inc. Caddo $1,300,000 10 

Libbey Glass, Inc. Caddo $3,073,589   

Military Truck Parts, Inc. Sabine $596,822   

Steelscape Inc. Caddo $88,460,000 152 

Bledsoe Architects, LLC Caddo $499,066 2 

Purina Mills, LLC Caddo $374,257 2 

Haynes International, Inc. Bienville $293,219   

Franklin Press Lincoln $1,091,197   

Guin Machine, Inc. Bienville $132,064 2 

Arnold Forest Products Corp. Caddo $50,960   

Sunrise Hospitality Caddo $4,750,000 24 

Total 1/2004 through 6/2007   $1,469,642,735 5566 

  

Current Investment Projects -- July 1, 2007 through April 2008   

  

Company Name Parish Amount of Investment 

Number of 

Permanent 

New Jobs 

Con-Way Freight, Inc. Caddo $12,869,017 20 

J. C. Penny Corporation, Inc. Caddo $10,636,078 75 




